Harry Mills

By Geraldine (Mills) Starr

from History of Lincoln County, pp. 1075-1076
Harry Mills was the first son of Thomas Jefferson and Alice (Cahill) Mills. He was born in Oklahoma City.

He and his parents moved to a farm near the community of Payson (northeast of Meeker).  His brothers and sister did not remain in Lincoln County as Harry did.

Harry married Nona Pearl Edmonson, daughter of C.L. Edmonson, Chandler.  They lived most of their married life in Meeker.
Three boys and four girls were born to this union. All were educated at Meeker and Payson Schools except for son, Bill.  He completed his high school in California.
Harry pursued different jobs, but most of his adult life was spent as a butcher in grocery stores.  He worked for T.J. Sheperd as a butcher when his children were small, other types of employment were; pipe line, service station, at State Capital, farmer, and again as a butcher for Homer Herrington.
All this was before the days of many power tools or refrigeration in homes.  When he worked for Mr. Herrington they would always open up an hour or two Sunday morning and evening during the summer months, so people could get their meat and milk.
Meat was cut as people ordered it and was cut with knives and the bones were cut with a hand meat saw. Very few things came pre-packaged.  Lunch meat came in loaves and had to be sliced; beans and potatoes came in 100 pound sacks and were sacked by the merchant for customers. When he was in the service station, gas was pumped by hand into a glass tank and was measured there before being put. in the car tank with a hose.

When Mr. Herrington let him go in 1936 he, his wife, and seven children moved to the old family farm at Payson.  Nona passed away in 1938 and Harry and the children stayed on the farm.
Besides his own farming, he and the children did hoeing, cotton picking, etc. for the neighbors.  He went back to work for Homer Herrington in 1943 or 44, and later purchased the store, after running it a few years he sold it to John Parks.  After a few years he opened another store on the corner and Dora Welborn worked for him.  When Parks moved out of the old Herrington building, Harry moved his store back in that building.  Dot Miller and Dora Welborn worked for him as well as his children helping out when they could.  Geraldine and Betty taught school in Meeker until they married and would help him out when they could and the other children worked when they were in from school.  Harry had to retire early because of poor health.  He sold his business to a man from Shawnee and then Dora and Floyd Welborn bought it from him.
Harry was living in Stilwell at the time of his death in 1966.

Harry and Nona's children were, Bill, who served in the Marines during World War II and after the war he married Erna Wohlgemuth and lived in Bakersfield, California.  He was in heavy construction work and later owned his own company until ill health forced him into early retirement.  They are now living close to Palm Springs, California.  They had a son and a daughter.
Geraldine married Colbert Starr from Stilwell, Oklahoma and is the-only one still living in Oklahoma. They are both teachers and have two sons, in school at Oklahoma State University.
Betty married Bill Koos of Meeker and lives in Jackson, Mississippi. They had two sons who have finished college and are living in Florida.
Betty teaches school and Bill is in Soil Conservation.
Lucille married Richard Nance while she was teaching in Putnam City.  They live in Albuquerque, New Mexico where he works as a typesetter and she sells real estate.  They have two daughters and one son who have finished college and the son is in Houston, Texas, one daughter in California, and the other still in Albuquerque.
Mary Lou married Jack Buchanan Jr. of Ponca City, they are also in Albuquerque, he worked for the forestry department and she is a manager of a cafeteria. They have a son and a daughter who have finished courses in cosmetology and television, both are still in Albuquerque.
Albert married Janice Smith from Velma, Oklahoma.  After a career in the Navy Air Force, they are living in Arlington, Texas.  He is a sales manager for a car agency in Ft. Worth and she sells real estate.  They have three sons and one daughter. Their three older children have finished college and two are employed in the Dallas area and one is starting a career in the Navy and the youngest is in Junior High.
H.T. married Dorothy Salwaechter and they had two sons and a daughter.  H.T. is a dentist, Dorothy has deceased.  H.T. has remarried and lives in Oshosh, Nebraska. His children have finished their training and one is living in Chicago, Illinois, one in Ft. Collins, Colorado, and the other in San Francisco, California.

